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_ "FROM THE 


* COMMITTEE or SECRECY 


— A 


2 Dis hineris, 12 Maii, 1797. 8 | 
The Lord Chancellor from the Lords Com- 
mittees appointed to examine the Matters 
of the ſealed- up Papers received from the 
Commons the fourth inſtant, made the fol- 

© lowing Report, via. FOE 

| MY LORDS, | 


FTE Lords Committees appointed to examine 


2 the matters of the ſealed-up papers received 


from the Houſe of Commons the fourth inſtant, 
and to report the ſame as they ſhould appear to 

them to the Houfe, having carefully examined the 

papers referred to them, and compared the ſaid 

papers with the Report made by the Secret Com- 

mittee of the Houſe of Commons, and having 

received and inveſtigated ſuch further evidence 

as they thought in prudence they were called upon 

ro examine, The come to an unanimous reſolution 

| | a2 im- 


„„ ͤð » . 
immediately to —— Lordſhips, that 
they are fully ſatisfied and convinced from the 


evidence laid before them, that a traitorous and 


alarming conſpiracy has been formed, and that 
ſundry acts bave been done in, purſuance thereof, 
by certain affiliated ſocieties and perſons in different 
parts of this kingdom, calling themſelves United 
 Iriſhmen, for the ſubverſion of the eſtabliſhed laws 
and conſtitution, and the introduction of a ſyſtem 
of anarchy, plunder, and confuſion, ſimilar to 
that which has fatally prevailed in France. | 
Four Committee think it neceſſary further to 
report to your Lordſhips, that it has appeared 
diſtinctly to them that ſuch a ſyſtem was the firſt 
and fundamental object of theſe ſocieties, at their 
original inſtitution in the ſummer of the year one 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety- one, and that 
the attainment of what are called Parliamentary 
Reform and Catholick Fmancipation, were and 
continue to be held out by them merely as a pre- 
tence for their aſſociations, and with a! view to 
ſeduce perſons, who were not apprized of their 
traitorous deſigns, to unite with them. 

It has appeared to your Committee, in theſe 
aſſociations have gradually multiplied, and are 
now extended in a very alarming degree; that their 
members are, bound to. each other by Oaths of 
ſecrecy, and appeat to be firmly united in a general 
compact to ſubvert the monarchy, and to eſtabliſh 
a republican government in Ireland To effect 
this object, | it has appeared clearly to your Com- 
mittee, that meaſures have been adopted by them, 
and are ſtill continued, for procuring arms and 
ammunition to, be di fributed amongſt the ac- 
complices in this conſpiracy, for effectuating by 
open force their purpoſes ; and, particularly, that 
pikes in very conſiderable numben have been 
2 p / : ; pro- 
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that they look to force only, for that they have 
unequivocally avowed. their hoſtility to the Parlia- 
ment, and to all members of whom it is compoſed, 
without diſtinction or exception.—lt has further 
appeared to, your Committee, that the leaders and 
directors of theſe aſſociations are now, and have 
been for ſome; time paſt, anxiouſly engaged in 
uniting with them a claſs of men who had former- 
ly diſturbed the peace of this country, by acts of 
outrage, robbery, and murder, under the appel- 
lation of Defenders, and your Committee have 
teaſon to apprehend that in a certain degree they 
have ſuccee de. _ 'y hat]. 


5 


__ Your. Committee having carefully examined 
the Report made by the Secret Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons which your Lordſhips have 
referred to them, find that it is fully ſupported by 
the evidence which has been inveſtigated by your 
Committee, and therefore they have foreborn to 
enter into the detail contained in the ſaid Report, 
which otherwiſe they ſhould have thought it ne- 
ceſſary to lay before your Lordſhips, but they 
beg leave to refer your Lordſhips to the ſaid 
Report, which will be found to contain facts of a , 
moſt intereſting and important nature, and de- 
ſerving your Lordſhips moſt ſerious conſideration; 
and in addition to the facts contained in the ſaid 
Report, your Committee think it neceflary to ſtate 
to your Lordſhips, that it has appeared diſtinctly 
and unequivocally to them, that a traitorous cor- 
reſpondence and communication has been carried 
on between the leaders and directors of the ſocie- 
ties of United Iriſhmen and the Executive Di- 
rectory of the French republic ; the period at 
which this correſpondence was proved to have 
taken place, has appearcd to your Committee, to 

| have 
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„„ 
have been between the month of June, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ninety-five, and the month of Ja- 
nuary one thouſand ſeven hundred and ninety-fix; 
and the means by which it was carried on, in that 
- inſtance, have been fully proved befofe your Com- 
mittee; and it has alſo. appeared to your Com- 
| mittee, that in the event of ſucceſs on the part of 
' theſe conſpirators, it has been decided, that all 
ons who, from their principles or ſituations, 
may be deemed inimical to the conſpi 2 „ſhall 
be maſſacred; the firſt proſcribed liſt, s ap- 
peared to your Committee, has been ne Pere by 
one of their leaders at thirty thouſand perſons. 
Under circumſtances ſo novel and alarming, 
your Committee ſubmit to your Lordſhips the ex- 
pediency of their being empowered to make fur- 
ther inquiries, and. to receive ſach communica- 
tions as may be made to them by order of his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, or by the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy appointed by the Houſe of Com- 
mons, whoſe zeal and aſfiduity, in concert with 
your Lordſhips, cannot fail, we truft, in deteQ- 
ing this ſcene of iniquity, and thereby . 
the calamities in which the further progreſs 
ſuch a conſpiracy muſt neceffarily : Involve 1 5 
Happy. and prof perous nation. ns | 


In the Original Go , printed bs. the Houſe 
of Commons of Ireland, immediately preceding 
the two laſt paragraphs in page 39, and in that 
printed for J. Stockdale, immediately preceding 
the two laſt paragraphs in page 40, the following 
words were omitted in ſome of the copies, in the 
hurry of iſluing it from the preſs. 


Upon the whole, dangerous and alarming as 
* this conſpiracy appears to be, your Committee 
* 15 induced to believe the degrees of crimina- 
5 lity in the individuals who compoſe it are very 
© different, as it appears to have been a princi- 
„ ple with tbe authors of this muten to * 
* their real Gepgn under kale colours. 
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